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Introduction

Research shows that students often have difficulty with the comprehension of reading assignments because they do not understand the purpose of assignment, they do not have enough background knowledge, or they do not have sufficient vocabulary.  This lack of preparation prevents students from interacting meaningfully with the text.

By completing this activity, teachers will generate a student worksheet designed to guide students through a text in such a way to increase their understanding of both factual and conceptual information.

The Task

The task is to complete a three-step process designed to help teachers analyze reading material, establish a focus, and generate a guided reading assignment for students

The Resources

Understanding the reading process:

Secondary Reading Strategies http://www.angelfire.com/wa2/buildingcathedrals/SecondaryReadingStrategies.html
Scroll down to the section on “Critical Reading.”  The intended audience for this page is the student; however, it does contain good information on how students improve reading comprehension.

Reading Strategies

http://www.mcps.k12.md.us/departments/isa/staff/abita/english/reading_strategies.htm#predict
This site provides an overview of a variety of reading strategies.

What Does Research Say About Reading?

http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/stw_esys/str_read.htm
This site provides an understanding of current theory of the best methods for teaching reading.

Reading Strategies With Lesson Plans

http://allamericareads.org/lessonplan/strategies.htm
Developing the essential question:

From Now On

http://fno.org/sept96/questions.html
This site explains how to write essential questions.

Activating prior knowledge:

http://rusd.marin.k12.ca.us/belaire/BALearningCenter/carewwebpage/reading_handbook/prior_knowl.htm
Excellent site including links and activities to download.

Asking students to make predictions:

http://allamericareads.org/lessonplan/before.htm 

Helping students with vocabulary in content reading:

Asking students content-appropriate questions:

http://www.criticalreading.com/
In this site, Dan Kurland explains the type of critical reading a student might engage in.  By clicking on sections such as “Inference,” a teacher can understand the type of responses that might be expected from a student making inferences.

The Process

Complete the following three steps in order.  You may want to refer to the resources listed above.  In step one, you will develop an essential question.  In step two, you will analyze a specific reading selection.  You should pay special attention to student comprehension of the selection and student understanding of its relationship to the overall focus of your unit.  In step three, you will generate a student guided reading worksheet.

Tip:  You should save this WebQuest on your computer for later use.  Each time that you begin a new guided reading activity, be sure to SAVE AS:  the title of the activity.  Your WebQuest will remain unchanged for later use, and you will also have your new activities on file.

Step One:  Developing Essential Questions

Reading Source:


Page # and/or Section #:

http://fno.org/sept96/questions.html This site explains how to develop essential questions.


Students have to think critically to answer an essential question.  Instead of simply looking up answers, they conduct research and create an original answer.  An essential question:



• Provokes deep thought.



• Solicits information gathering and evaluation of data.



• Results in an original answer.



• Helps students conduct problem-related research.

• Makes students produce original ideas rather than pre-determined answers.



• May not have an answer



• Encourages critical thinking, not just memorization of facts.


Examples:



• Should Mexican Grey Wolves be reintroduced into the wild?

• What qualities should a good teacher possess?

• Should students’ internet and email access be limited in any way?

• What was it like to be an American during WWII?

• Should the men who fled to Canada to avoid being drafted during the Vietnam War have been granted amnesty?


Taken from Steve Ryan’s Connected University course outline on Essential Questions.

To write your own essential questions, follow these guidelines:


1.  Select a unit that you will be teaching.  A unit may be a novel, a historical period, an overall math, science, or vocational concept.  It may include one chapter of a text, or it may involve several chapters and selected readings from multiple sources.

Unit:___________________________________________________________________


2.  Write your essential question for this unit.  Remember that it will be the guiding focus for every reading selection in the unitl

Essential Question:________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

