Central Heights Ag Ed Department 

Grading Policies and Procedures
	Grade Calculations-
	•Grades for all agriculture classes are based on three areas: Tests, Class work, and SAE. The three areas are weighted as follows: Tests count for 50% of the class grade, Class work figures 25%, and SAE is 25% of the overall grade.

	Category Descriptions-
	•Tests - Quizzes and Tests are all calculated on a percentage basis with 100 points (percent) possible for each Test or Quiz. Speech Presentations, Manuscript Final Drafts, and Major Class Projects also fit into this area. (For Advanced Ag Mechanics, the Tests category is substituted for Projects in which the student is required to have various projects to work on in the shop)

	
	•Class work - Labs, Worksheets, Problems, Vocabulary, Agriculture Notebook, etc. are all assignments that are considered class work. Points range from 10 points to over 100 points depending on the size of the assignment.

	
	•SAE (Supervised Agricultural Experience) - Each student is required to keep some type of entrepreneurial or placement SAE program ranging from lawn mowing, raising livestock or crops, or working at a local business. Each student keeps a SAE record book of income and expenses, inventories, hours, and personal development activities. A Computerized record book will be used to track income, expenses, and cash flow. Records are closed out and graded on a monthly basis as well as at the end of year and start of school. SAE programs and records continue throughout school breaks and summer vacation. A student must conduct a SAE to receive credit in the course. A SAE record book will be provided for the student when they first enter the agriculture program and should be maintained throughout high school (the same record book will be used each year and the records compiled are ongoing).

	
	

	Absences-
	•Any late work not handed in (NHI) may be completed for partial credit up to the last week of the grading period. Generally, work receives a 1 letter grade deduction for each class period (block) late unless special circumstances apply.

	Test Retakes-
	•When a student misses class (either excused or unexcused), it is the student's responsibility to get the assignments and notes during seminar or before/after school. The grade will count a zero into the class grade until the assignment or test missed is made up. Generally, a one class period (one block) grace period is given in order to receive full credit on the assignment or test unless special circumstances apply. Work missed during unexcused absences including ISS and OSS must be made up, but no credit will be given.

	Bonus or Extra Credit-
	•Test retakes are not given.

	Agriculture Notebook-
	•Bonus/Extra Credit may be given occasionally and is strictly optional. It may be found as a part of a test or assigned as a special assignment. Bonus/Extra Credit done incorrectly does not count against the student's grade.

	Textbooks-
	•Each student is required to bring in a 1 inch-3 ring notebook and looseleaf notebook paper to class to keep all assignments, tests, and worksheets throughout the year. The notebook will be graded occasionally and should be kept up to date in order to study for upcoming tests and the semester comprehensive final. Every student will be provided a slot in the agriculture room in which to keep their ag notebook and SAE record book. The slots should be kept clean and orderly.

	Speeches/Creed-
	•The agriculture textbooks for each class are assigned to a specific student and are encouraged to be kept in the agriculture room except when studying for a text or completing an assignment. When books are taken home, they should be returned to class the next day so they are there to be used. Unfortunately, there are not enough extras to provide students who leave theirs in their locker or at home.

	Semester Finals-
	•During the 1st Semester, students are required research, write, and present a memorized agriculture speech to the class. The speech final manuscript and memorized presentations count as test grades. The memorized presentation in class must be completed to receive credit in the course. The FFA creed given in the Agriculture Exploration Class has the same requirements.

	
	•The semester final will be comprehensive for the entire year with emphasis given to the most recent grading period. Semester finals will count as a 200 point (percentage) test.


CENTRAL HEIGHTS AG EDUCATION DEPT
CLASSROOM AND LABORATORY POLICIES
An attempt has been made to keep classroom rules to a minimum; however, it is necessary that we observe certain rules to provide a better learning environment. The following rules will apply to the classroom:

1. You are to be in your seat with your agriculture notebook and writing utensil at your desk when the bell rings.

2. All four chair legs are to be on the floor at all times.

3. Personal e-mail and instant messaging are strictly prohibited during class hours.  Personal e-mail may be checked before and after school however yahoo, hotmail, msn, or messenger etc. are never to be accessed on the Dell Computers or any other computer in the classroom.

4. No computer games or random Internet surfing will be allowed.

5. At no time during class are you to leave the classroom or laboratory area without the instructor’s permission.

6. Each student is responsible for keeping a clean, neat, and orderly agriculture notebook. This notebook will contain agriculture class material and will be kept in an area designated in the agriculture room. Your notebook slot should be organized with loose papers in a notebook, not just crammed in your slot in the record book cabinet.

7. All chairs are to be pushed up to the table, tables straightened, and notebooks put away at the end of class.

8. No student is to be in the instructor’s office or desk area or use the phone without specific permission from the instructor.

9. No horseplay will be tolerated in the classroom, shop, greenhouse, or agriculture education area.

10. Bottled water will be allowed in the classroom; however, it cannot be placed on the ag room tables.

11. Restroom needs should be taken care of before or after class.

12. Do not sit on the tables.

13. Use common sense and practice courtesy at all times.

14. Foul language and/or derogatory comments toward another student will result in immediate removal from the classroom.

15. Shirts or clothing worn not suitable for school as outlined in the school handbook will result in the students being sent to the office to change and class time being made up after school.

16. Detention time, if assigned, must be made up with the instructor no later than one day following the offense. Multiple offenses will result in removal from the class.

17. All school policies will be strictly enforced
